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\To Kho 5: Right ITN | 
Sir THOMAS PILKINGTON, 


CITY of. LONDON, 


AND THE vn; ys | 


AJ\\S 05 


Court of Aldermen, 


Right-Honourable, 


\\ 


the following Sermon, IT heartily wiſh it 


may gain the Fnd which'it aims at ; That all 


Men of Wealth and Publick, Influence would im- 
prove the advantages they have to the Honour 
of God and the Good of the Community. It is 


high time to ſet about it vigorouſly, and that: 


they make it their conſtant care and buſineſs. 
Very much Good may be done this way by the 
united endeavours of thoſe men who have-Wealth 


and" Authority : God and all Good men expe 


it from them : 'Ts at once their duty and their 


trueſt mmntereft. This courſe will be much for the 
& 3 Honour 


N obedience'to your Ordir I preſent-you with 


"The Epiſt He 'Dedicatory, &r Lc 


| Honour of this great City, 'twill be its beſt ſecu- 
rity, and the beſt means to "_ the Divine 
Proteciton. | 


May it pleaſe Almighty 6 God to infvire you all 
with g great zeal for the advancement of true 
Religion, the promoting all works of mercy and 
beneficence, #he encouraging induſtry and dili- 
gence, the ſuppreſſing all profaneneſs, the 0b- 
viating all unchriftian heats and animoſities, 
and the doing your utmoſt in your ſe everal Places 
to all theſe great purpoſes.” <1 bis is the ny 


Prayer of * 
- Your moſt aſſured 


and humble Sera, 


Richard Kidder 
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Preached before 


The Lozd Mayoz, « &. 


-+-T IM. VI. v. 17, 18, 1:9. 


Charge them that are ri w— in this world that 
they be not hi gh-minded, nor truſt in wNCEr- 

_ tain riches, but in the living God, who gi- 
werth us richly, all things to enjoy. That they 
do good, that they be rich in good works, ready 
to diftribute, willing t0 communicate; Lay- 
ing up in fore for themſelves a good founda- 
tion againſt the time to come, that. they may 


tay hold on eternal life, 


HER E is no condition. whatever in 
. this world. but. what 1s: liable to 
& temptation. and a ſnare : but none 
1s-more obnoxious than that of the proſpe- 


rous. and: wealthy. There are many. that 
| [OX havc. 
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A Sermon Preached 
- have born poverty and other afflictions well, 
and not onely born" them but improved 
. tkem..c00 ;-.they have.been happy occaſions 
of good to mankind ; and molt of our at- 
tainments haye been owing to our-afflictions, 
And the Church, of , God was never more 
conſpicuous for picty' and goodneſs than | 
_—_ oy when ſhe was POOT and periccuted. | Buc-on 
tam — the other hand there £ ate .but few yen that 
EP con bear proſperity well, that can concodt 
maxim? pla- and digeſt a proſperous and full condition, 
* This is generallyt00 fulſom and: rank for the i 
Gates BET SE moaning Riches arc depre 
cated by the Wiſernan. in.. the Book of. Pro- 
verbs.: They are attended with great camber 
and violent temptations ; and as they. never 
make us better , ſo they .do often leave us 
worſe: © We are in, very. great danger when 
- Vie. aro proſperous. This the Apoſtle well 
knew, and therefore requires: Timothy to take 
carc in this matter: And that he. does with | 
vehemence and great \concern ; he docs not 
bid him barely co tel{ them that are rich, or | 
pat them in mind of their danger, bur to charge 
them,: or to. preſs. it:-home upan_ them to 
rouſeand awakenthem to a due fenſe.of their 
anger and their duty and of their trueſt 7tere| 
alfo. Charge them, &C. In 


2 


La : s _ p 
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. In which words 7 imothy is put upon diſ- 
charging his duty towards thoſe who were 
rich; and to that purpoſe tro warn them 
what to avoid, what to doe, and what grear 
reaſon they have to comply with this advice. 
For the more orderly proceeding and berrex 
ſpeaking to my words, I ſhall 

Firſt, lay before you the danger in which 
rich men are, and what it is they arc eſpecial- 
ly to be cautioned againſt. That they be not 
high-minded, and truſt not in uncertain riches. 

Secondly, the Duty of Rich men, or 
what they ought to be carneſtly put upon : 
viz, To truſt in the living God, to doe good, to 
be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, wil. 
ling to communicate. 

Thirdly, the true intereſt of Rich 'men, or 
tne motives that may be uſed to perſuade 
them to the diſcharge of their duty ; where I 
ſhall conſider the importance of what S. Paul 


lays before us to this purpoſe in the words of 


my Text, Laying wp a good foundation for the 
time to come, and that they may /ay hold of 
eternal life. 

Fourthly, I ſhall make ſome Uſe and Ap- 
plication of what ſhall have been ſaid. 


EY . I ſhall 
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A Sermon Preached 


I 


Ezek. xv). 49. 


(I. ) I ſhall lay before you the danger in 
which Rich men are, and what it 1s they are 
eſpecially to be cautioned againſt. - That 
they be not high-minded, and that they ruff 
not in uncertain Riches. 

Great 1s the danger of plenty and fullneſs, 
Pride, and fullneſs of bread, and: abundance of 
idleneſs, mer together in Sodom. Thus often 
extinguiſheth that lively ſenſe that we ought 
to have of our depengdance upon God, ren- 


_ ders our Prayers languid and weak, and givyes 


fuel and nouriſhment to our luſts and our 


vices; it choaks God's word, keeps our faults 


from our eyes, and makes us unnundfull of 
the needs of others. 

Bur I ſhall confine my ſelf in this- matter 
to the words of my Text. St. Paul would 
have Rich men charged that they be not 
high-minded, Haughtineſs and Pride, a great 
opinion of our ſelves, and contempt of our 
poor Brother, do commonly attend upon 
Riches. We. too often reckon them the 


. pledges of God's favour, and .marks of his 


kindneſs, or the fruits of our own wifedom 
or - induſtry ; and inſtead of being modcſt 
and thankfull, we grow proud and infolent. 


| Hence it is that Moſes docs fo often charge 


the 


A —— x OY 


x 
aft 
= 
*Z; 
Wh 
$6: 
4 
1 
* 
PENN 
"a 
wo 
By 
i 
4, 
i 
7 
FER 
0; 
7 
Ya 
' 


MN IB =  -A © 


s 
#1 
v7 
wt 
; 
pg 
S,. 
"tf 
AICES 
Ws 
"he 
"ap: 
a s 
6 
Fr 
Fil 
Io 


on Eaſter-Tu eſday. 


the Ifraclites, that when they ſhould have veur. oy Ws 
eaten and be full, that they forget not God, nox "4 


lift up their heart. And there is great reaſon 
that we ſhould be very carefull that we be 
not ſwelled with Pride and Vanity upon this 
Account. 

It we conſider things with due application 
of mind, we ſhall think it a very reaſonablc 
charge given here to the rich, that they be 
not liugh-minded : for whatever ground there 
be for thankfulneſs, here's none for Pride or 
Arrogance. | 

Be it ſo that you are rich; "tis the blefling 
of God alone that hath made you fo ; your 
accounts will be the greater, and much will 
be required of all them that have received 


much. Your wealth does not advance you 


toward the Kingdom of Heaven. Our Lord 


hath ſaid it, A rich man ſhall hardly enter into age. xs. -5, 
the Kingdom of Heaven. And St. Zames, that jan. i. 10. 
he is made low; and St. Paul, that God hath i cor.i. 27. 


choſen the weak. things of the world Again, our 


Bleſſed Saviour, Woe vnto you that are rich, for Luke vj. 24, 
you have received your conſolation. And on the © 
other hand, Bleſſed be ye poor, for yours is the 


Kingdom of God, Riches are ſo far from hel- 


ping forward our Salvation, that they often 
B 2 . obſtruct 


eel I 


A Corn Preached 


Plal. xlix. 6, 
ti, To 


Pfal. xljj. 10. 


obſtruct it, and always render it more diffi 


cult and hazardous. We muſt give a ſtrict 


account how we got our Wealth, and how 
we ſpend it Here's enough to humble us, no 
ground for Pride or Arrogance. - Well might 
the Apoſtle require 7imothy to charge them 
that arc rich that they be not high-minded. 

Bur he would have them charged too that 
they truſt not in uncertain Riches, - Mr? jamyay 
72 mM&ts drm, 1. C. That they do not confide 
inthe uncertainty of Riches. There 1s great rea- 
ſon for this charge, if we conſider how com- 
monly Rich men miſcarry in this matter, or 
how great a folly and cv1l it 1s ſo to doe. 

Firſt, Rich men do too often truſt in their 
Riches. We reade of them that 7ruft in their 
wealth, and boaſt themſelves in the multitude of 
their riches, Too many there are to whom 
the Pſalmiſt's words may. be applied. Lo, this 
is the man that made not God his ſtrength,. but tru- 
fted in the abundance of his riches. We delire 


them paſſtonately , and promiſe our ſelves [| 


great caſe and ſatisfaction from them. We 

roo commonly make them our retuge 'and 

ſtay, and when riches encreaſe we ſet our hearts 

upon them, Hence we expect calc and relict; 

we pleaſe our ſelyes when we think of _ 
| an 
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and promaſe our felves mountains of felicity 
from them : There 1s. hardly any man of 
Wealth but is in danger, and therefore had 
necd be charged. 

Secondly, This is great folly and a great 
evil. Tis great folly to truſt in uncertainty, 
to fix our tay and our hope upon that which 
may fail us; to bear and reſt upon any thing 
that may. fail us, and give way, 1s ſo great a 
piece of folly that we arc not gulty of it in 
other caſes. Nothing 1s more uncertain than 


Riches. This carthly treaſure 20th and ruft Mart. vi. 20. 


doth. corrupt , and thieves break through and 
fleal, It makes it felt wings and flies away. 
Ic lies at the mercy of wind and weather, of 
fire and water, of robbers and falſe people, 
of a multitude of accidents and contingencies. 

Beſides, 'to truſt in uncertain Riches is a 
great evil: "Tis to make Riches our God. 
'Tis Idolatry in the trueſt ſenſe. "Tis no mat- 
ter :though we build no Alcars, though we 


| offer no Bloud nor Incenſe, if we truſt in 


them,and give them our heartswe make them 
our God; and: ſhut our felves outof the King- 


{ viour) ſball they that have Riches enter into 


| the Kingdom of God ! They are an hindrance 


ro 


How hardly (fays our Sa- Mak * 23, 


24, 25. 
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I Cor. vj. 9. 


Matt. vj. 24. 


IL 


to them that have them ; but for them that 
Truft in them, as our Saviour adds afterward, 
It 35 eaſier for a Camel to go through the eye of a 
needle, than for ſuch men to enter into the King- 
dom of God. This Idolatry will exclude us from 
the inheritance of God's Kingdom. This puts 
us out of God's favour and the ſtate of grace; 
this friend of the World 1s the enemy of. 
God : And ſuch a friendſhip of this world is 
that Idolatry which is wont to be expreſſed 
by Adultery, or Spiritual Fornication : And 
this ſeems to be the importance of what St. 
Zames ſays. Ye adullterers and adultereſſes, know 
ye not that the friendſhip of the world is enmity 


with God 2 Our Saviour aflures us that we | 


cannot ſerve two Maſters, God and Mammon. 


CH} I -confider the Duty of Rich men, 
or, what they ought to becarneſtly put up- 
on : viz: To traſt in the living God , to doe 
good, to be rich in good works, ready to diſtri- 
bute, willing to communicate. 

- Firſt, To truſt in the living God, Not that 
this is the peculiar duty of the Rich, for 'tis 
the Duty of all: Bur the Rich are conſidered 
here as prone to truſt in uncertain Riches, 


and in oppoſition to that are to be war- | 
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ned and charged to truft in the living God. 

And that very agrecably in this place. For 
whereas Riches are periſhing things, flitting 
and uncertain, unſatisfactory and diſpropor- 
tionate , unable to make us happy and at 
caſe ; and are ſo-tar from it that they often 
perplex us and pierce us with many ſorrows: 
tis very fit they ſhould be directed where to 
place their truſt, and their hope, and ſo wiſe 
ly to place it that they may not be diſap- 
pointed, and nothing could have in this caſe 
been adviſed more agreeably than this, that 
they ſhould Truft in the living God. 

In the /iving God and not in fading and pe- 
riſhing Riches. In God who lives, and lives 
for ever ; who 1s the firſt and the laſt; and 
always the ſame : who lives from himfelt and - 
can neycr dye or fail to be, and be what He 
is, with whom 1s no variableneſs or ſhadow 
of turning. 'Tis worth our while to make 
him our truſt who cannot fail us, to place 
our hope in Him who onely hath'ummortal:- 
ty. What can our Riches avail!. what com- 
tort can they afford in the day of tryall ! 
what proportion do they bear to our nceds, 
or to our capacities! what ſtupendious folly 
1s 1t to truſt in ſuch uncertainty ! To direct 
our 


A Sermon Preached 
our thirſty and-parched Souls to theſe empty 
and broken veſſels, and\o neglect the foun- 
tain of livmg waters! On the ſide of Riches 
there's nothing but zexation or vanity , but 
varniſh and uncertainty, a ſplendid nothing, 
that - hath baffled and abuſed the Sons of 
men from one generation to another. -On 
the other hand it we truſt im God, in the 1i- 
ving God, we ſhall never be detuded with 
falſe hopes;-ncver fruſtrated in any juſt cx- 
pectation. ' We ſhall be provided for by an 
infinite Wiſcdom, protected by an Almighty 
power, and be-ſure to lack nothing. 

Here's a motive to' this in my Text, Who 
giveth us richly all things to enjoy. We ought 
ro truſt in the g7ver, not inthe gift; to hope 
in Hum that gives us all things : and not on- 
ly our being, our life and breath, not one 
the neceſfaries of our being, but the comforts 
and fatisfattions of 1t alſo: not onely what is 
needfull, but what 1s for delight and for or- 
nament ; for entertainment and careſs ; He 
hath advanced the Rich aboye their Fellow- 
creatures, and dealt out his favours with a Þ © 
bountifull and liberal hand. And therefore Þ * 
are the Rich particularly obliged to truſt in © 
ſo great and kind a Benefatour : This mo- IM © 
| tive It * 
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tive alſo 1s of great force to ſet home the re- 
maining Duties of the Rich, which' follow 
in the- next words, and which Timothy is rc- 
quired to charge them with : viz, 

Secondly, That they doe good, i.e. that they 
beſtow benefits: that 7hey be rich in good works ; 
that 1s ,-. that - they abound in theſe things : 
Ready to diſtribute ; i. e. liberal, and prompr, 
and always prone to doe them: Willing to 
communicate ; waves; 7, e, that they be of a 
publick. ſpirit, not of a narrow-”and private 
one ; but doing that which 1s for the good 
of the Community of which they arc but 
members hes 

1ſhall wave the critical and nice enquiry 
into the original words as they lic in the Greek 
Text: / Bur yet I ſhall not forbear'to confider 
the-words particularly in otder tomy. laying 
before you the ſeveral branches of that duty 
which 1s incumbent upon Rich men. 

Firſt'; That they: doe (good : - This 1s very 
comprehenſive, and Send very ' far. 
To all-ſorts of Good works ; to works of Piety 
to:God-ward ; of 7uſ/tice and Mercy to our 
Brother ; $ obriery and 7emperance;with regard 
fo our ſelves: : But more particularly and ſpe- 
cially it- rakes in-all benefactions towards our 
neighbour; and as his needs are many and 
C Various, 


SE 72 
EE % 
B7Fj2B. 


of Sermon Praached- 


various, ſo are the parts of this Duty: like. 
wiſe. Under this Head; ars contained, the 
cloathing the naked, the feeding the hungry, 
miniſtring to the ſick, comforting the afflic- 
ted, vindicating the injured, encquraging the 
diligent, and adviing and inſtructing the 
weak and ignorant. Such adts -of kindneſs 
' are not to be limited, cither to perfons or 
times, We mult doe good to all, to. our ene- 
mies , tO ſtrangers, and to men who differ 
from us: To the preſent Generation and to 
Poſterity. 

Secondly, That they be rich in good 7p | 
They muſt do them plentifully, giwwe-porti- 
ons. to ſix, and alſo to ſeyen ; 'not confine 
themſelves to one fort of charity, ar tofome 
ſmall mcaſures, þut.as:God' hath guven them 
great plenty, fo muſt they give: largely": C00. 

is not enough for them who abound in. 
wealth to. give away a little broken mear at 
a Gatc,. ora; few Gowns at the return. of an 
annual-- ſolemnity,, or to throw away. now 
and then a few looſe grains among the poor.. 
This 18 not to be rich in good works. *Twould: 
well become theſe men to: think of ſome en- 
dowments, or. conhiderable additions to 
Churches or i or of-erecting Work- 

| houſcs, 
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houſes and redceming a number of men 
from Priſors and great-miſeries.- 
Thirdly ., that they be ready to diftribute ; 
7, e. that they.be prompt and prone, and al- 
ways diſpoſed to doe good works. There are 
| thoſe who will not refuſe co comply when 
they arc put upon a good work : they will 
not ſtand out and be ſingular when others 
contribute, but yet they are not forward to 
promote, nor much pleaſed robemoved this 
way, Burt St. Paul would have Rich men of 
a temper and inclmation this way. 
 Fourthly, Willing Yo communicate, Kowewns. 
That is, of a publick ſpirit, .defigning. the 
good. of the Community, and preferring .it 
not onely to private mtereft and advantage, 
but zo private- and particular charity all 
There are ſome things of that nature thar 
they arc:for the good of a Kingdom, of 'C1- 
ties and Societics of men; for:the good of 
the-preſent , and of : ſaccceding Generations. 
And the farther any good work teacheth the 
better i 1s , and the greater imitation of 
God's goodneks, who is ,good:unto all, and 
whoſe: mercy 1s above:all his works.  _ 
The ſubſtance theniof the charge laid here 
pou Rich men amounts-to this: 232. That 
© © they 
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A Sermon Preached - 


they excrciſe themſelves in all ſort of Bene- 


Ul. 


. Laying up a good. foundation for, the time t6 


factions, and that they doe 1t largely, accor- 
ding to the. proportion of their Wealth and 
Store ; that they be always prone and incli- 
ned this way, and that they be more eſpeci- 
ally : addicted to thoſe: good works. which 
promote the good of the Community. 1] 
Proceed to conſider, | 


7 606 ) The true 2 imenchh of Rich men, or 
the motives that may be. uſed. ro perſnade 
them to this diſcharge of their Duty; where 
Eſhall confider. the importance of what Saint 
Paul. lays before: us in the words of my Text, 


come, and that they may lay hold of eternal life. 
And that. you raay-take in the: following par- 
ticulars; 

1.. This is the true: end and uſe. of Riches 
The end-for which they: were. beſtowed, and - 
the beſt: improvement that. can. be made of 
them. They were never deſigned to be hoar- 
ded:up and laid.by, but. to be employed for 
the. honour of God, and. the-benefit of each 
other. *Tis.the.uſe of them that. g1ves them 
their-price and value, and ſtamps them with 
the- faireſt character: Not. to. be uſctull dit- 
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fers very little from nor to be at all. He thac 
hides his Talent 1s as if he had never received 
it, He that keeps his wealth (as a Gaoler 
keeps his Prifoner) voids the end for which 
twas given. Such-a man detains good from 
thoſe to whom it-4s due, and is falſe to his 
great Lord that- entruſts him, and his wealth 
becomes Mammon of unrighteouſneſs: For 
ſo Riches are not onely when they are ill got- 
| ten, but when they are detained. from the 
1 uſes for which they were beſtowed. We arc 
* but Stewards and Truſtees, and not. to dil- 
penſe 45 to fail of our ruſt , which 1s Inju- 
Ae. in- the ſight of God and Men, 

'Tis the beſt way to make them a bleſ- 
Fake and a.durable one: A bleſſing to our 
ſelves, and to our Poſterity alſo. A-Bleſſing 
1 fay, for Riches alone, and ſeparately conſi- 
dered; are not a Bleſſing. The Wiſe man de- 


precates them as an Evil, or a: Snare. And 
Solomon ſays, There is a ſore evil-which I have tEcc.v. 15,14... 
ſeen under the Sun, naniely,. Riches kept. for the 


| owners thereof to their hurt : But thoſe Riches 
periſh by evil travail : And he begetteth a Son, 

; and there is nothing in his hand, How many 

| have been: ruined by Wealth, and have. pe- 


ruſhed by Plenty ! Poyerty, as great an. cyl 
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g—_ - think i it, harh I:6'ot danger, and hath 
done leſs harm than Riches. If Poverty be 


xeckoned (as 'tis in the Law of Moſes ) among 


Philo ne? :the- Curſes, yet Philo rhe Jew obſerves it is 
=. placed among then, 4; wpizrlor xa 1, C, ws 
he lighteſt evil : And therefore Riches-are not 

0 de placed among 'the greateſt Bleſſings 

"They are as they are uſed, and they muſt be 

wed with great care and caution ; they arc 


like a rich Soil that will indeed produce ex- | 


-celknt Fruits, but then it muſt be cultivated 


and well planted, weeded and kept-clan, or : 


elſe it-may produce what rs noxious and miſ. 
chievous : The Soil will not of it [elf afford 


the beſt Productions. Riches will corrupt 
and 'run to -putrefaftion as well -as other Þ 


things: "They :mult -be ſeaſoned and ſtirred, 
-or-:elſe they'll corrupt and ſtink, and:that not 
without the greateſt danger to the -poſleſlors 
of thetn. Riches are like great waters, # they 
fepmte: they are hurtful ; they. are wholfom 
Baſilde Divir. if \ they Tun. * "Tis the m.amnweo we 'wABre, the 
Cone. 0: fagnation of wealth that is dangerous, or uſe- 


fs and unprofitable ac feaſt. By Alms and F 
Good Works weſeaforrour Wealth, and pre- 
ſerve -#t from periſhing ; ve pare away 11s iÞ 
hurcfall fuperfluity , and :noxious qualitics. Þ 
We Þ 
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We muſt doe by our Wealth as the beautifull 
Woman that was taken Captive-from an Hea- 
then Country,was obliged to, doe by the Law: 


| of Miſes + Before ſhe could. be. joined to an; Pour. x5. 
| Traelite, ſhe was obliged to. ſhave her Head, 


and pare her Nails, and! lay by the garments 
of her Captivity, and beyail her Father and 


| Mother. There is in Wealth, a preputium 
| that muſt be cut off; and we muſt doe as 
| the Fews. were obliged to, doe by their Trees 
| which they planted in Canasn, ft afide fore: Ler. xix. 23: 
* of their Fruits, as uncircumciſed, and not. 
| take all the increaſe to our ſelves: In a word, 


Riches. are no blefting to him who does not 


| excerciſe humfelf in good works : They are ſo. 
C far from it, that they are a Snare and a Curſe, 
| Nor are. fach a man's poſterity hke to. be. 


much the better for ſuch an uncircumciſed: 
Eftate, unleſs they take the advice which Da- 


wiel gave-to the King of Babylon. Break off. 


thy fans. by Righteouſneſs, and thine iniquities 


by ſhewing mercy to the poor + if it way be a.Dan. iv. 23. 
| kngthuing to thy tranquillity. The ſureſt way | 
| of keaving a blefling upon an Eſtate to. our. 
| poſterity, will 'be to beſtow great portions of 


w1n Works of Mercy and Piety. have been: 


| yung, and now an old, ( faysthe Devout Plal- 


muſt, ) 


v. 10, &c. 
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miſt,) yet have I not ſeen the righteous forſaken, 
nor his ſeed begging bread. Who: he mean 

*' OM by the righteous, we-may learn from his fol- 
7 *= 7 lowing. words: He 1s-ever mercifull and len- 


Parrimonium {+h, and his ſeed is bleſſed. That Wealth and 


Deo creditum 


nec Reſp. £1i- Patrimony 18 like to laſt longeſt, that comes 

invadit, nee thus commended to the Bleſſing of God. 
ealumnia alt- Ie" KO 

qua forenſise= 3+ Tis a great act of PUTrC Religion, and 

«2 CP that 1s what we all profeſs and pretend to: 

'Tis not onely an- Omament, but.'tis a part ; 

not onely a part, but a main, and efſential, and 

indiſpenſable part of it too ; and without 

which all. that we profeſs or doe. is nothing 

Mart. xj; 37. better than mere pretence and ſhew. Pure Re- 

ligion and undefiled before God and the Father 

Jam. i.27. 3s this, To viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows in 

their aſfliticn, and. to keep ones felt unſpotted 

from the World. Let men pretend to Faith as 

mach as they will, let them boaſt and yaunt 

of: it--as they. pleaſe ; As the body withouz the 

Chap. i. 26. ſpirit" is'dead, * fo faith without works is: dead 

alſo.. 'Let others pretend to what. degree Þ 

they pleaſe (even-'the moſt Seraphick)-of the. 

love of God : Yet whoſo hath this World's good, 

4 Johnii.17. gy feeth his Brother have need, and ſhutteth 

up. his bowels of compaſſion from him, how dwel- 

leth the love of God in him? Let the pope 

Pha- 
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Phariſce boaſt of his frequent faſting, of his 
bowing. down his head like- a Bull-ruſh, and 
ſpreading. under him . Sackcloth and Aſhes. 
Is not this the faſt. that T have choſen, ( ſays ig. wii. v. 
God? ) &o deal thy bread to the hungry, and 

that thou bring the poor, that are caſt out, to thy 

houſe 9+ when thou ſeeft the naked, that thou co- 

ver him, and that thou hide not thy ſelf from 

thine own fleſh? And. for Sacrijfices of old, 
though they were of God's inſtitution, and 

made a great part of his Worſhip; yer He 
declares that he preferred Mercy betore them : 

I deſi red Mercy, and not Sacrifice. For all the now 5, 6. 
other inſtruments or eans. of Religion, how 
ſerviceable ſoever they may be, are yet not 


| worthy to be compared to Brotherly Love 
| and: Charity, to Acts. of Mercy and Relict. 


There are two ways eſpecially by which* 
we do: expreſs a Religious frame of Mind; 
viz. By inutating of God; and, Secondly, by 
a thanktfull acknowledging his Mercies: Both 
theſe are well done by Acts of Mercy. + 

Firſt, By Acts of Mercy and Beneficence 
wc inutate God, and by that expreſs a Relt- 


| gious temper of Mind. To imitate Him - 
| whom we pretend to” worſhip, is very reaſo- 


nable and ſafe : And if we live by this Rule, 
FE _ we 
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we ſhall make conſiderable attainments in 
Religion. . Hence it 1s uſed as a great Mo- 
tive under the Law of Moſes, That they ſhould 
be Holy, becauſe God was Holy. And our Sz 
viour docs more than once uſc ths Topick, 
when he perſuades his FoHowers to forgive 
their Enemies, and to doe good ; He would 
have them mercifull, as their Father in.Hez- 
ven 1s mercifull : And tis believed the Hea- 
thens upon this account were wicked , bc- 
cauſe their. Deities were reprefented as fuch; 
they were wicked Magiſfterio Deorum. 
- + Sw But the wiſer of the Heathens owned God 
{eoen ms. to be good, and the gfcatct Benefactor to. 
reniiirgrati Mankind; and that the way to imitate the 
{c nminits Gods, was to doe Benefits 53 And they were 
Pl. Nero ſo far of that perſuaſion, that they reckoned 
their great Bcnefactors amang their Deitics. 
We have here a powerfull Motive to doe 
go0d, Oc. from the Example of God, and 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, who went about do- 
-ing good. - God is good unto all, :and his 
Mercies arc above all his Works : If we think 
we have rcaſon to worſhip Him, we have the 
| ſame to imitate Him, and to be Followers 
of God as dear Children. - 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, By Acts of Mercy, we make an 
acknowledgment or recognition of his Mer- 
cies to us; by which we doe likewiſe expreſs 
a Religious frame and temper of Mind. This 


-1s the way to own him to be the Author of 


all our Mercies: And when out of gratitude, 
and a ſenſe of his fayours, and for his fake, 
we doe good to our Brother, we doe effec- 
tually demonſtrate, that our Religion is 
more than bare profcilion and pretence. 
And here 1s another very powerfull Motive 
to prevail with them that are Rich in this 
World to doe good, Gc. Tis due from them 
asa Tribute of Praiſe to God, who alone hath 
Z made the difterence: Among the Fews this 
| was done by certain Euchariſtical Sacrifices, 
where the Offerer expreſfed the ſenſe he had 
Z of the Divine Mercies by his Oblation ; of 
which a very ſmall part onely was offered 
| upon the Altar, the reſt was divided between 
{ the Pricſt and the Offerer. And as the Of- 
ferer had the bulk or main part of the Offe- 
ring to. himſelf, fo he was obliged by the 
Law of Moſes to take care that it might not 
be hid by any long time tor his own pri- 
vateuſe; it was to be caten quickly, and 
conſequently not caten by humſclt alone: 
D 2 on 
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- But his Neighbour was to be partaker with 


him. Charity and Hoſpitality was thus pro- 
vided for : Twas not. the Offering that God 
accepted alone, but the gratetull Mind and 
the thankfull Recognition of the Offerer : 
And He was to expreſs that by his kindneſs 
to his Brother. | 7 

Hath God given you Wealth, and abun- 
dance 2 Make your Acknowledgments to 
Him who alone hath made the difference : 
Let it appear that you have a due Senſe of 


his. Bounty. How many ways may you cx- 


- preſs the great Senſe you have-on your Mind 


of the peculiar Mercy of God to *you ? 
There are ſome that want bread and cloa- 
thing ;. ſome are diſeaſed, others in priſon ; 
fome hopefull Youths will want inſtruction, 
and a way of hvchhood, without your cha- 
rity and care : You may, it you pleaſe, com- 
fort many a mournfull Widow , fuppport 
many fatherleſs Children, help many difcon- 
folate - Strangers, ' keep many from Idlencſs 
and more from Starving : God hath done 


much for you, is it not fit you ſhould 


caſt about what to: doe for Him * -For Him 
who hath given you all things richly to cn- 
wy ; For Him. who. 1s your. greateſt, —_ 

anc 
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and Benefactor ; For Him who hath the 

greateſt right ro you and yours : Shall we 

ſpend upon our Luſts, or in the Service of 

the Devil, what God hath fo bountitully be- 

ftowed upon us? This would be the greateſt 

impiety. and ingratitude at once. 

{ 1 remember Cyprian upon this occaſion 
brings in the Devil ( accompanied with his 

numerous train) vaunting over our Saviour : 

Ego pro iftis quos mecum vides, nec alapas ac- pe ore & 

| cepi, nec flagella ſuſtinui, nec crucem pertuli, &C. IT 

| For theſe followers of mine ( ſays he) I have re- 

| ceived. no blows, endured no- ſtripes, nor born. a 

F* roſs, nor ſhed my bloud, a price of their. re- 
demption:; I promiſe no heavenly Kingdom, no 

immortality in Paradiſe ; And yet (ſays he) 

they preſent me with great, and precious, and coſt- 

ly gifts, &&c. Tuos tales munerarios, Chriſte, de- 

monſtra, &c. Shew me, 0 Chriſt, ſuch followers 

of thee among the rich and the wealthy, who are 

| encouraged by the promiſe .of. Eternal life. We 

| ſhall be without cexcuſe,. it we doe not” that 

out of gratitude to God and. our Saviour, . 

| which others doe in-the ſervice of. the Devil,. 

| and proſecution of their, luſts. 

4. To doe good, vor. 1s the way to ſecure 

| to our ſclyes. Eternal life ;. *Tis. at. leaſt. a 

neceſlary 
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neceſſary condition on our part, and the way 
to it; without it we mult neyer expect that 
Bleſſed ſtate. And thus much 1s intimated 
to us in the words of my Text, which come 


\ next to be conlidered : Laying up in flore for 


2 Tim. ij. 19. 


themſelves a good foundation againſt the time 


zo come, that they may lay hold on Eternal life 
"Tis conſidered as a foundation, which though 
it doe not raiſc, yet 1t muſt precede the tol- 
lowing ſuperſtructure ; Our hope of Eternal 
life falls to the ground without this courſe: 
And if we would build to any height or pur- 
poſe, we muſt lay a good foundation firſt: 
But the Greek word we render foundation, is 
thought to ſignifie ſomewhat elſe here, and 
that as agreeably to my preſent purpoſe: And 


this a writing that is obligatory, or a writing 
that gives the Creditor caution, and a right 


to recover his debt: And this tis ſuppoſed 
to fignifie in correſpondence to a certain He- 
brew word that anſwers to it. - And thus this 
Greek word 1s ſuppoſed to {ignifie in the fol- 
lowing Epiſtle., The foundation ftandeth ſure; 
That 1s, God's Covenant or Promnuſe : For it 
follows, Having this Seal, &c. A Seal bc- 
longs properly enough to a writing or 1n- 
ſtrument of Contract, but not to a founda- 
tion 
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Again, Make 


Thus. is. indeed according to- our ordinary 


Copies - but tis otheryviſe in- ſome other 


Copy 


tion vyhich lies under-ground : And in this 
| ſenſe they that doe good may be ſaid to have 
| good ſecurity that they ſhall not loſe their 
| revvard ; and tis the beſt and ſureſt vyhat- 
| ſoever: Cruas. dederas tantum ſemper habebis 
| opes; He that gives to the poor, lendeth to the Prov.xix. 17. 
| Lord ; and He hath engaged to re-pay him : 
The Revyard 1s due novy by Covenant and 
| Promife : Henceforth ( ſays St. Paul) there is 2 Tim. i. 8. 
| laid up for me a Crown of righteouſneſs, which 
! the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall give me at 
' that day. We diſclaim the Merit, but muſt 
| believe the Neceſity of Good Works, in or- 
* der to obtaining Eternal life: And this. vve 
{ muſt doe if vve believe the Holy Scriptures; 
# They put us upon them as the vyay toGlory 
| and Immortality. Thus our Saviour, Se// Luke xi; 33; 
8 that ye have, and give Alms: Provide your 
| ſelves bags which Wax nct old; a treaſure in 
| the Heavens that faileth not. 
l to your ſelves friends of the Mammon of unrigh- 
| reouſneſs ; that when ye fail, they may receive 
| you (7. e, ye may be. received ) into everla- 
| ting habitations. Groe diligence ( ſays St. Pe-2Peri. 10,1, _ 
ter) 20 make your calling and election ſure. 
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Copy of the Greek :  ETz95mrt iz 32 mv x9 
@", -&C. .i, e, Give diligence, that by Good 
Works ye :make _— Calling and Election 
fure. It follovvs, . For ſo an entrance ſhall te 
miniſtred unto you ' abundantly into the everla- 
' fling: Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, All this agrees exactly vvith the 
vvords of -my Text, Laying in flore, &c. and 
affords a mighry Motive to doe good : "He 
that does good, adyances toyvard Heaven : 

does: that vvhich tends to the leflening his 
account, and making ſure his future Happ+- 
nefs : He that ſheyvs Mercy for God's fake, 
ſhall not fail to. receive it vyhen he needs it 
moſt; and vve ſhall need it at that Great 
Day. Theſe things vve firmly believe, or 
| vve doe not: If vve doe not, vvhy doe vve 
profeſs the belief of them ? If vve doe, vyc 
need no other Motive to doe good: For vve 
take the vviſeſt courſe vvhen vve exchange 
Periſhing for Eternal Riches; vvhen by Works 
of Mercy here vve ſtore up a reverſion of 
Mercy at that great and terrible Day, vvhen 
God ſhall treat every Man according to his 
Works. - And vvhen all good Men vvill rc- 
ceive a revvard incomparably beyond yyhat 


our Eye hath ſeen, our Ear hath _ - 
at 
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hath entred into the Heart of Man to con- 
CcIVC. 


(1V.) I proceed now to make ſome Uſe 


| and Application of what hath becn ſaid. 


1. We may learn from what hath been 


| ſaid, the great danger of a plentifull and pro- 
| ſperous Condition : St. Paul thought fo, when 
! he pur 7imothy upon the Charge here in my 
| Text ;. Charge them that are rich in this world, 


that they be. not. high-minded, &c. I wiſh wc 
were duly ſenſible of this truth : If we were, 
we ſhould now and then tremble for fear we 


| ſhould receive all our good things 1n this 
| life. . Here's enough to humble the moſt 
| proſperous, if 1t be duly laid to heart : Here's 


nothing. in this World generally more un- 


happy than that Man is who meets with no 


Afﬀiction, or with very little. We pity the 


| poor and deſtitute, and we ought to doe it : 
| Bur, alas! there are young perſons to be {cen 
1a Coaches, and with Trains after them, that 


are acquainted with nothing but the glozing 
Side of the World, thar ſpend their Time in 
Plays and Pleaſures, that in the Judgmenteot 


{4 Wiſe man, are greater Objects of Pity and 
E 
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A Sermon Preached 
Compaſſion. Tis a . peradventure but theſe 
voung p-rſens loſe their hopes of a future 
happineſs : They will be in great danger of 
forgetting God and themfelves. We trea. 
ſare.up Wealth for our Children; we deſign 
co make them great Fortunes, as we call It: 
Bur, alas! vain Men that we are, we know 
not what we doe; We rake together what 
perhaps will be but the nouriſhment of their 

Pride, the fuel of their Luſts, and a fnarc 
ro their immortal Souls God g1IVE US a 
duc ſenſe of this danger of proſperity. . This 
would mightily diſpoſe us to doc good: And 
for that reaſon ſure St. Paul makes it the firſt 
part of the Charge, That they who are rich in 
this World, ſhould not be high-minded, &c. 

2. We may alſo learn, from what hath 
been ſaid, the true uſe. of Riches.. They arc 
not things deſirable upon their own account: 
So far from it,. that the Wiſe man deprecates 
them as well as Poverty : And indeed Pover- 
ty ſeems the leſs Evil of the Two to him that 
conſiders things with due Application. But 
I will not enter into that Enquiry now. Tis 
ccrtain that the Good of Riches les in this, 
That they give us an opportunity of doing 
good 1in the World. 
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. Give me leave then to preſs upon you 
the Duty that lies before you in the words 
of my Text; To doe good, to be rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communi- 
cate, If you would haye it in other words, 
you may take it 1n our Saviours , Be merci- 
ull, as your Father which, 4s in heaven is merci- 


full. Imitate God and your Blefled Saviour ; 
ſhew whoſe Creatures; and whoſe Diſciples 


you are: And if the Mercies of God, and 
the Example of 7eſws be not powerfull e- 


| nough; yet Your own Intereſt, methinks, 


ſhould not fail to move you. Be kind to 
your ſelves, and to your Poſterity. Leflen 


| your accounts, and lay up a ſtore of Mercy 


againſt you need it. Do nor leaye an un- 


| ſcaſoned and unbleſſed Eſtate to your Chil- 


dren. Correct 1t, and make it wholſome, 


| that 1t prove not their Bane. Let it have 
| none of the Cries of the Poor mingled with 
it. Adorn your Holy Religion, and. let all 


Men ſee the mighty Senſe you have of the 
Mercies of God, and of the Love of Jeſus. 
Doe goad while you can. Your opportunt- 
ties will not always remain. The time may 
come that you may not be able to doe it. 
Serye your Generation with your Power and 


Wealth o 
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Wealth ; Encourage. Vicry and. Diligence; 

promote :with all your Might the good 9 
Souls, . and: the :benefit: of :the Publick :- This 
will gain you a''Name.\berter- than that © 
Sons and Daughters; 'Twyll bring you Peace 
upon your dying Beds, and ( if you cont: 
nue and abound) you. will at laſt Enter into 
Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory. Which 
That wemay all doc, God of his infinite Mer: 
Cy grant, for : FRY ſake. $279 ue 
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